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Abstract. This research is a classroom action research 
consisting of 2 cycles. The research subjects were all 34 
students of Class X IPS 3 at SMA Negeri 1 Kuta. The 
objectives of this study included: 1) to know student learning 
outcomes in learning Balinese with the application of 
pragmatic learning approaches, 2) to know students' 
responses to learning Balinese with the application of 
pragmatic learning approaches. The results showed: 1) 
student learning outcomes increased and 2) students gave 
positive responses to Balinese language subject. In cycle I, 
student learning outcomes obtained an average class of 74.71 
with classical completeness of 82.35% in the incomplete 
category. In cycle II, student learning outcomes obtained a 
class average of 80.74 with classical completeness of 94.12% 
in the complete category. Based on the results of this study, 

the application of a pragmatic approach can be used as an alternative in an effort to improve the 
quality of student learning processes and outcomes. 
 

INTRODUCTION  
The education system in general has developed very rapidly, in line with the development of 
increasingly complex information and technology systems. This development should be 
followed by the development of a culture-based education system, so that the existing culture 
is not increasingly neglected (Widana, 2020). Even though the education system has 
developed very rapidly, there are still many inequalities found in the delivery system and the 
results of education as a nation-building process related to culture (Putri Sri Devi et al., 2022). 
The development of people's lives is also still marked by various moral, socio-economic, 
political, and identity inequalities as a nation (Harta, 2020). This shows that our education 
system has not been able to develop Indonesian people and society as expected.  
 
In fact, more specifically our education tends to be hellish in nature, ignoring socio-cultural 
values that have taken root as a noble heritage from our nation's ancestors. On the other 
hand, developments in science, technology and globalisation have brought changes to almost 
every niche of human life (Sumandya et al., 2022). In line with this, the process of 
democratisation, autonomy, law enforcement and human rights is flowing rapidly. Facing 
these developments and problems, human resources of high quality, capable, and noble 
character are urgently needed (Damayanthi et al., 2022). 
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In teaching and learning activities, various problems are often faced by teachers (Husain, 
2021). They include the existence of a variety of methods used in the learning process and 
the lack of mastery of knowledge of certain learning materials, the absence of an accurate 
measuring instrument to determine the effectiveness of a method used in the learning 
process, carried out in presenting a learning material does not reflect the needs optimally, 
and teacher welfare is inadequate so that many teachers do their job partially and not 
wholeheartedly (Suwati, 2022). If this is not addressed immediately, it will have an impact on 
the low quality of education. The low quality of education referred to includes the ability of 
students to absorb the subjects taught by the teacher which is not optimal, imperfect 
character formation that is reflected in the attitudes and life skills possessed by each student, 
and the low ability of students to read, write, and count in various fields (Widana et al., 2023). 
 
To answer the problems that occur in the learning process, several efforts have been taken, 
including making changes to the learning process which are expected to be able to shape the 
conditions for students to develop creative and innovative thinking skills optimally. The 
learning process needs to be changed from the method of transferring knowledge to how to 
learn with individual beliefs, involving students in learning activities and placing the teacher 
as a mediator, facilitator, observer, or instructor (Susmariani et al., 2022). In line with the 
changes in the learning process, teachers need to improve themselves and be able to look 
back at their function and role as a teacher (Astawayasa et al., 2022). Learning activities in 
which students only sit, listen, record, and memorise will not lead us to improve the quality 
of education. Learning activities are expected to involve most students actively, both 
physically, mentally, and socially in the learning process. To be able to realise these learning 
activities, teachers should be able to change learning strategies from conventional systems to 
learning strategies that are able to provide opportunities for students to be actively creative 
during the learning process (Meneses, 2020). 
 
Researcher's observations of Balinese language learning in Class X Social Sciences 3 of SMA 
Negeri 1 Kuta show that the Balinese language teacher in teaching acted as an "information 
provider" while students acted as recipients of information. Thus, the lecture method was 
considered the most effective method in imparting knowledge to students. This was 
acknowledged by Balinese language teachers who stated that in learning they often used the 
lecture method because teaching materials were inadequate for carrying out learning 
activities. Using the lecture method, the average Balinese language learning result for class X 
IPS 3 students at SMA Negeri 1 Kuta in the odd semester of 2019/2020 was 69 (slightly 
below the minimum completeness criterion of 70). These results indicate that the lecture 
method is less effective in learning Balinese so that learning outcomes are low. 
 
The lack of students' language skills, especially in using Balinese, is caused by a lack of a 
communicative learning approach which is a special approach that is used in language 
teaching in general (Yasmini, 2020). The reality that occurs in the field is that theoretically at 
a glance it appears that students can understand the material provided, but from the point of 
view of implementation in practice it is not as expected. This is because the communicative 
approach related to the orientation of the nature of language learning itself is often ignored, 
especially from the teacher's own factor. 
 
Observing the problems stated above, through this research, a lesson will be applied which 
is expected to be able to condition students in such a way that students can be actively 
involved in learning, fostering cooperation among students, and students with teachers. The 
learning applied takes the form of learning with a pragmatic approach through sociodrama 
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methods and experience studies. The teacher's role in learning is as a facilitator and mediator 
who guides students and creates learning situations and conditions that can stimulate 
students to learn more meaningfully. With students learning more meaningfully through a 
pragmatic approach using the sociodrama method and experiential assessment, it is hoped 
that the learning outcomes of Balinese language students in class X IPS 3 at SMA Negeri I 
Kuta will improve. 
 
The goal to be achieved in this research is to reveal that through the pragmatic approach 
used in the learning process, it can improve the learning outcomes of class X IPS 3 students 
at SMA Negeri I Kuta in the odd semester of the academic year 2019/2020. The results of 
this study are expected to provide benefits both theoretically and practically. Theoretically, 
the results of this research are expected to complement the study of efforts to improve 
Balinese language learning outcomes through a pragmatic approach to class X IPS 3 students 
at SMA Negeri I Kuta Badung. Practically, for students, the results of this study are expected 
to be useful for students in improving Balinese language learning outcomes. For teachers, 
the results of this study are expected to motivate Balinese language subject teachers to 
implement a pragmatic approach in learning. For schools, the research results are expected 
to make a positive contribution to schools in improving Balinese language learning 
outcomes. 
 
METHOD  
This type of research is classroom action research, which is planned to be divided into two 
activity cycles. Each cycle consists of four stages, namely planning, action, action 
implementation, evaluation and reflection (Kemmis & Taggart, 1998). The subjects in this 
study were 34 students of class X IPS 3 at SMA Negeri 1 Kuta in the academic year 
2019/2020. The object of this research was the quality of Balinese language learning which 
included student learning activities, class discussions, practice doing assignments, student 
learning outcomes, and student responses to pragmatic learning approaches. 
 
The data in this study are in the form of qualitative data and quantitative data. Qualitative 
data are in the form of planning descriptions, implementation of drafting actions, 
observation/ evaluation, and reflections on pragmatic learning approaches, while 
quantitative data are in the form of student learning outcomes after carrying out written 
evaluations and reviewing experiences. Data was collected through observation, tests, 
interviews, document recording, and student response questionnaires. 
 
Data analysis activities consist of data processing activities, descriptive statistical analysis. 
Data analysis activities consist of (1) editing data manually, (2) tabulating data, and (3) 
processing data according to needs. Data editing is done because there may be unclear data 
or errors in document filling, so it does not meet the requirements for analysis. The 
completeness criterion for a class to be considered complete in learning if the score reaches 

≥85%, while for student responses the success criterion is at least classified as positive. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  
Based on the results of the first cycle of research, it was obtained that the average student 
learning achievement was 74.71 with classical completeness of 82.35%. Based on the success 
criteria, the research was said to be successful if the average class learning outcomes 
were >70, with a completeness requirement of >85%. This meant that the average learning 
outcomes in cycle I had been achieved but the classical completeness had not been 
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completed. The histogram of student learning outcomes in cycle I is presented in the 
following figure. 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Histogram of Learning Outcomes Cycle I 
 
Based on the reflection results of cycle II, it was obtained that the average student learning 
outcome was 80.74 with classical completeness of 94.12%. Based on the success criteria, the 
research was said to be successful if the average class learning outcomes were >70, with a 
completeness requirement of >85%. This meant that the average learning outcomes and 
classical completeness in cycle II had been achieved. Statistical tabulation of cycle II learning 
outcomes is presented in the following image. 
 

 
 

Figure 2. Histogram of Learning Outcomes Cycle II 
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To get data about student responses, a questionnaire was distributed after the final test of 
learning in cycle II. Data about students' opinions are expressed in 14 items in which the 
scoring uses a Likert scale. Based on the results of distributing a questionnaire regarding 
students' opinions regarding the pragmatic learning approach, the class average data obtained 
for the student response score was 55.94. Thus the student's response to the applied learning 
was classified as positive and met the established success criteria. Overall, the results obtained 
in this classroom action research are summarised in Table 1. 
 

Table 1.  Overall Research Results 

 
Cycle 

Learning Outcomes 
Improvement 

Responses 

Cycle I Cycle II Average Category 

Average 74.71 80.74 6.03 
55.94 Positive 

% 82.35 94.12 11.76 

 
Based on the research results obtained, the student learning outcomes in cycle 1 obtained an 
average of 74.71 with classical learning completeness of 82.35%. Based on the learning 
outcomes data obtained in the first cycle, the learning process in general can be said to be 
successful. On average, learning outcomes met the success criteria, which was >70, but 
learning completeness had not met it, which was <85%, so it could be said that the learning 
process had not been completed. The average student learning outcomes in cycle II was 
82.35 with 94.12% classical completeness. The results obtained were a very good 
improvement compared to cycle I. More clearly the development of students' Balinese 
learning outcomes can be seen in igure. 
 

 
 

Figure 3. Learning Outcomes Improvement 
 
This increase in learning outcome scores is supported by the pragmatic learning approach, 
the application of which is very optimal. This is reasonable because this approach is more 
productive where students can imitate the model being demonstrated so that students can 
more easily understand Balinese language concepts. In this way, students will be able to 
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develop motivation to analyse problems, express opinions, and relate events to Balinese 
language concepts. Thus, it leads to improving student learning outcomes. 
 
CONCLUSION  
Based on the results of the research and discussion, it can be concluded that: 1) a pragmatic 
learning approach can improve the learning outcomes of Balinese language students in class 
X IPS3 at SMA Negeri 1 Kuta. In cycle I, student learning outcomes obtained an average 
class of 74.71 with classical completeness of 82.35% in the incomplete category. In cycle II, 
student learning outcomes obtained a class average of 80.74 with classical completeness of 
94.12% in the complete category. Shortly, there is an increase in the average learning 
outcomes and classical completeness from incomplete to complete, and 2) the responses of 
class X IPS3 students of SMA Negeri 1 Kuta to the pragmatic learning approach are classified 
as positive with an average of 55.94. 
 
Suggestions that can be delivered are: 1) a pragmatic learning approach can improve student 
learning outcomes, so it is suggested that teachers can apply it according to the situation and 
conditions of their school, and 2) teachers in general, and Balinese language teachers in 
particular, to continue to innovate learning approaches so that they can improve the quality 
of learning processes and outcomes. 
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